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House of Burgess: Limestone Comedy Festival 
journal III 


‘Hoosiers’ movie interruption with director was a highlight 


By Rob Burgess 
Tribune columnist 


When I interviewed Jared Thompson, Comedy Attic proprietor and 
Limestone Comedy Festival co-director, a few months ago, he related to me 
the dilemma his team faced in rising to the heightened expectations set by 
the first two festivals. But his fears proved unfounded this past weekend as 


the third annual celebration descended upon downtown Bloomington. 


Janeane Garofalo was a delightful opening headliner Thursday at the 
Buskirk-Chumley Theater. In subsequent days, Kyle Kinane, Michael Che 
and some of the best local comedians around graced the same stage. Over 
at the Comedy Attic, I saw Dana Gould. After the late show Thursday, I 


caught up with one of the featured openers, Bryan Yang. 


“Anywhere that’s not New York is super friendly and awesome,” said Yang, 
who has been a comedian for nine years and originally hails from 
Sacramento, California. “It’s cool because New York really trains you to 


really be tight and be very sharp.” 


Yang said he uses his act to address taboo subjects from his own 


perspective. 


“I think there’s a difference between racist material and racial material,” he 
said. “I talk about race, but I don’t try to be racist. ... How can I talk about 


being Asian but not go into those tropes, and turn it on its head a little bit?” 


On Friday, I was able see Garofalo once again, this time at The Comedy 
Attic, when she was a guest star on the first-ever live taping of the podcast 
“Weird Adults,” hosted by “Little Esther” Povitsky. I had the chance to 
interview her on Saturday after her late set at the Ivy Tech John Waldron 
Arts Center. Her stand-up show had been a family-oriented affair. The 
mother of one of her openers, Conor Delehanty, sat prominently in the front 


row, her reactions garnering some of the biggest laughs. 


“T’m from Illinois,” said Povitsky, who has been doing comedy for six years 
in Los Angeles. “So, [my parents] drove. And it was a huge mistake; sharing 


a hotel room with your parents.” 


It didn’t surprise me when I learned Povitsky had studied journalism. She 
elicited some touching responses from Garofalo, and even a few tears. 
Povitsky said strangers sometimes know many intimate details about her 


own life from the podcast. 


“People are like, ‘We’re your superfans!’ ... I’m a superfan of Lady Gaga, but 
Lady Gaga doesn’t have 200 hours of her talking that we can listen to,” she 


said. “But I actually love it so much.” 


In addition to a taping of another podcast, “Arguments & Grievances,” the 
festival saw the return of another podcaster and comedian, Doug Benson. 
He not only performed stand-up, but also recorded episodes of his podcasts 
“Doug Loves Movies,” with guests Sam Sneed, Dana Gould, Geoff Tate and 
Angelo Pizzo; and “The Benson Movie Interruption,” featuring Chad 
Daniels, Aparna Nancherla and David Anspaugh. Pizzo and Anspaugh, who 
respectively wrote and directed “Hoosiers” and “Rudy,” had both attended 
Indiana University together. I interviewed Anspaugh before the interruption 


of “Hoosiers” began. 


Anspaugh said he had grown up hearing coaches relate the story of the 


1954 championship Milan High School basketball team. When it came time 


to make the movie, which renamed the school Hickory, Anspaugh said some 


fictionalization was required. 


“Initially, Angelo went to Milan; interviewed everyone that he could find,” 
said Anspaugh. “And he came back to L.A. and said, ‘I can’t write this 
movie. There’s no drama. Nothing bad ever happened. ... I’m going to have 
to fictionalize the whole thing.’ ... No one pretended that it was the Milan 


story, but we said it was certainly inspired by it.” 


Anspaugh, who is originally from Decatur and now lives in Bloomington, 
told me they came up with the idea for “Hoosiers” in a house on North 


Walnut Street. 


“It was a dream that started 18 years before,” he said. “The fact that the 
movie got made is as much of a miracle as the miracle of Milan itself. 


Maybe more so.” 


And I’d say the same for the Limestone Comedy Festival. It continues to be 
great because everyone from the comics to the organizers to the audience 


wills it to be so. 


Rob Burgess, Tribune night editor, may be reached by calling 765-454-8577, 
via email at rob.burgess@kokomotribune.com or on Twitter at 
twitter.com/robaburg. 


